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Olomana School began offering
educational services to youth at a
time when the Native Hawaiian
renaissance was emerging.

The State Legislature established the Office of
Youth Service (OYS). A core responsibility of OYS
is to manage and operate HYCF.

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs
(OHA) published a study
examining “The Disparate
Treatment of Native Hawaiians
in the Criminal Justice System.”Native Hawaiian Justice Task

Force emphasized the need to
improve the juvenile justice
system to reduce the number of
youth impacted and racial /
ethnic disparities. 

Hawaiʻi Juvenile Justice
Working Group Report
assessed the state’s
juvenile justice system to
analyze policies, practices,
programs, and statutes to
reduce recidivism and
transform system
responses.

HB2490 Act 201 passed to
reduce court referrals of
youth, improve probation
for justice-involved youth
and promote referrals to
community-based
programs.

Hawaiian youth justice can trace its
roots back to the Keone‘ula
Industrial and Reformatory
School created by Kamehameha V.

1864

The boys moved to Waialeʻe 
(north shore of O‘ahu). 

1903

1920 The girls moved to Maunawili Training
School in Kailua (renamed the Kawailoa
Training School in 1931).

The new facility was built for boys across
from the girls’ facility in Kailua.

1950

1961
All operations (for boys and girls)
came under the Hawaiʻi Youth
Correctional Facility (HYCF).

2004
The State Judiciary created the
Girls Court. One of the first in
the US, the program aimed to
address the specific needs,
behaviors, and traumas
experienced by girls.

The Hawai‘i Juvenile Justice
State Advisory Council
(JJSAC) engaged stakeholders
across Hawai‘i to address the
disproportionately high rates of
youth of Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander ancestry in the
juvenile justice system.

2018
SB 2791 Act 208 passed to
rename HYCF as Kawailoa Youth
and Family Wellness Center.
based on a collaborative plan to
transform the correctional center
campus into a place of healing.
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Based on Act 208, the State government started to work
together with community partners (RYSE, Kinai ʻEha,
Hale Kipa, and Kupa ʻAina) to provide an ecosystem of
support for Hawaiʻi’s youth.

KAWAILOA 

2018

YOUTH & FAMILY WELLNESS CENTER

Opportunity Youth Action Hui (OYAH) was established
as a coalition of partners supporting youth at Kawailoa. 

W.K. Kellogg Foundation awarded OYAH with funds to
plan for Kawailoa: A Transformative Indigenous Model
to Replace Youth Incarceration. The project was then
selected as 1 of 5 global finalists for the Racial Equity
2030 Challenge, which received submissions from 72
countries around the world.

2020

2021

For the first time in its over 100 years history, HYCF held
no incarcerated girls in June. This lasted two months
until August 2022.
OYAH becomes part of the Aspen Institute’s Opportunity
Youth Forum as an Indigenous/Tribal/Native community
partner and member of a national movement.

2022
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An award from Kaiser Foundation Health Plan, Inc.
sustained residential workforce housing at Kawailoa to
address the critical needs of youth released from
incarceration. Funding from the US Department of
Housing & Urban Development supported the expansion
of affordable housing options for youth beyond the
Kawailoa campus. 
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The Hoʻokanaka program was launched in partnership
with the Hawai‘i Judiciary as a cultural community
diversion program for youth arrested for a first-time
offense. 
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https://manoa.hawaii.edu/

